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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has earmarked                $1.5 million in funding toward construction of improved wastewater                treatment facilities to address Hampden County communities' combined                sewer overflow into the Connecticut River.              

"This complements the American Heritage River designation in providing                direct federal assistance for protection of the Connecticut River,"                Olver said.              

"A cleaner River will mean new opportunities for economic development,                business investment and public recreation."              

The funding was included in response to a request by Reps. Olver                and Richard E. Neal to the Chairman of the VA, HUD and Independent                Agencies appropriations subcommittee.&nbsp; The earmarked amount                falls under the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA)&nbsp; FY                Š99 budget.&nbsp; The VA, HUD funding bill will be considered by                the House of Representatives in July.&nbsp; A final House-Senate                version is schedule to be signed by the President by October 1,                the beginning of Fiscal Year 1999.              

Combined sewer overflows result from several communities having                a single sewer collection system for their sanitary sewers and storm                water sewers.&nbsp; When heavy rainfall pushes the volume of water                intake past the capacity of the facility, the excess overflow, which                incudes untreated household waste, must be discharged directly into                the Connecticut River.              

"Combined sewer overflow is the number one public infrastructure                problem of the lower Valley," Olver added.&nbsp; "This will get                us on the road to correcting the problem."              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Appropriations Committee.             
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